
cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-02

CABINET APPROVES MOU BETWEEN INDIA AND
KOREA FOR STRENGTHENING COOPERATION IN THE
FIELD OF TOURISM

Relevant for: World & Indian Geography | Topic: Factors responsible for location of Tertiary sector Industries
incl. Tourism in world & India and related issues

Cabinet

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Korea for
strengthening cooperation in the field of Tourism

Posted On: 01 NOV 2018 11:42AM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Korea for strengthening cooperation
in the field of Tourism.

 

The main objectives of the Memorandum of Understanding are:

To expand bilateral cooperation in tourism sectora.
To increase Exchange of information and data related to tourismb.
To encouraging cooperation between tourism stakeholders including Hotels and Tour
Operators

c.

To establish exchange programmes for cooperation in Human Resources Developmentd.
To encourage Investment in the Tourism and Hospitality sectorse.
To exchange visits of Tour Operators / Media / Opinion Makers for promotion of two-way
tourism

f.

To exchange experience in the areas of promotion, marketing destination development and
management

g.

To encourage participation in travel fairs/exhibitions in each other's country andh.
Promoting safe, honorable and sustainable tourism.i.

 

Background:

India and Korea have enjoyed a strong diplomatic and long economic relationship. The two
parties now desiring to strengthen and further develop the established relationship for
strengthening cooperation in the field of Tourism.

 

Korea is one of the leading tourist generating markets for India from East Asia. Signing of the
MoU with Korea will be instrumental in increasing arrival from this source market.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2018-11-03

OPINION
Relevant for: World & Indian Geography | Topic: Distribution of key natural resources - Mineral & Oil Resources

in world & India

The US oil and banking sanctions against Iran will come into effect on 4 November. As the
deadline nears, the oil market is unusually calm. Crude prices have fallen during October. The
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (Opec) crude price basket went down by 8.6
%, while the Brent benchmark fell by 9.4 % during the month.

Notwithstanding short-term fluctuations, a different picture emerges if we take the long-term
view. Over a one-year horizon, the Opec benchmark has gone up by 50%, while Brent crude
went up by 30%.

Opec has said that the market is well supplied. However, for most of the consuming countries, it
is not simply a question of finding replacement oil. Crude import has to be at prices they can
afford. The price has already gone up. The Indian crude oil basket is up by nearly 30% since last
year, which would add more than 2 trillion to our annual oil import bill if the trend persists. If
rupee depreciation is factored in, the effect will be even more pronounced. Prime Minister Modi
was alluding to this when he said last month that high oil prices are hurting global economic
growth and oil producing countries should do more to bring down prices.

Apart from energy security, there are also issues of connectivity and trade with Afghanistan and
Central Asia. Seen against the background of worsening situation in Af-Pak region, this factor
assumes added importance.

India is committed to develop Chabahar Port. The port will expand Afghanistan’s options and
reduce its dependence on transit trade through Pakistan. The project has been welcomed by all
the Central Asian countries. The expansion of Chabahar Port is in no way linked to Iran’s oil
exports, which go through the Kharg terminal in the Gulf. The port does not add much to Iran’s
revenue; it currently handles less than 1.5% of Iran’s total maritime trade. It is a civilian facility
open to all countries.

Apart from Chabahar, India also has interest in International North-South Transit Corridor
(INSTC), which runs through Iran. This will improve connectivity with five Central Asian
republics.

During the last round of sanctions against Iran, a rupee payment arrangement was evolved. This
involved making 45% of oil payments in rupees, which were utilized to cover Indian exports to
Iran. Indian exports mostly consist of agricultural commodities, and pharmaceuticals. India does
not export weapons or dual use items to Iran. During the last round of sanctions, India reduced
its crude import from Iran from 21 million to 10 million tonnes per annum.

This round of sanctions is different, as it is not supported by European Union and the United
Nations. Germany, France, UK along with China and Russia continue to support the nuclear
deal.

Iran’s compliance with the nuclear accord has been confirmed by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA). As “provisional measures”, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) has
ruled against the US sanctions. Nevertheless, the US sanctions remain a potent force.

The increase in oil prices is not only due to impact of sanctions against Iran, but is also driven by
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policies pursued by Opec and non-Opec producers to restrict crude oil production to keep the
prices high.

For India, the only option that remains is reviving rupee payment arrangement to bring down
current account deficit, and ensure continuity in Indian exports, which are largely limited to food
and pharmaceuticals.

India has an extremely important and growing relationship with the US. It also has geo-political
compulsions, and an age-old relationship with Iran as well as its Arab neighbours.

D.P. Srivastava is a former ambassador to Iran.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-11

GROUNDWATER DEPLETION ALARMING IN
NORTHWEST, CENTRAL INDIA

Relevant for: World & Indian Geography | Topic: Distribution of key natural resources - Water Resources incl.
Rivers & related issues in world & India

Indicator: The tensiometer gives visual information about the availability of soil moisture
conditions.  

With 230 billion metre cube of groundwater drawn out each year for irrigating agriculture lands in
India, many parts of the country are experiencing rapid depletion of groundwater. The total
estimated groundwater depletion in India is in the range of 122–199 billion metre cube.

The Indo-Gangetic Plain, northwestern, central and western parts of India account for most
intensive groundwater-based irrigation. And among these regions, western India and the Indo-
Gangetic Plain have more than 90% of the area irrigated using groundwater.

Based on Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) data of nearly 5,900 wells which have long-term
data (1996–2016), a team of researchers led by Vimal Mishra from the Department of Civil
Engineering at IIT Gandhinagar found that a majority of districts in India experienced significant
depletion in groundwater storage. The satellite data confirms the well data. The results were
published in American Geophysical Union’s journal Earth’s Future.

While districts with significant decrease in groundwater are located in the Indo-Gangetic Plain,
northwest, and central (Maharashtra) regions, a few districts in Punjab show substantial decline
in groundwater table. With depletion occurring at a rate of 91 cm per year, Punjab has been
witnessing a steep decline in groundwater table since 1996. “In northwestern India, the amount
of groundwater extracted exceeds the total recharge leading to groundwater depletion,” says
Prof. Mishra. In contrast, some districts in western India, east coast and peninsular India have
witnessed an increase in groundwater levels.

“If groundwater is depleted and the region experiences drought for two–three years
consecutively, there will be serious challenges. Availability of even drinking water will be a huge
problem,” says Prof. Mishra. “Natural recharge during monsoon may not help much if
groundwater depletion becomes acute, as rainfall of past several years controls the current
groundwater storage levels.”

The study published in June this year found that groundwater recharge has declined between
1996 and 2016 in northwest and northcentral India due a reduction in low-intensity rainfall. Low-
intensity rainfall during the monsoon is responsible for groundwater recharge in northwest and
northcentral India. The study also found that carbon dioxide emission from pumping
groundwater and release of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere from the soil when groundwater
is depleted is less than 2-7% of the total carbon dioxide emissions in India.

More than 500 tensiometers to visually monitor soil moisture conditions in rice fields and irrigate
the crops only when required were used in five districts in Punjab. Irrigation based on
information provided by the tensiometers helped farmers in the five districts save 10–36%
groundwater. Using groundwater to irrigate the field only when necessary led to a reduction in
electricity consumption and greenhouse emissions.

“The tensiometer gives visual information about the availability of soil moisture conditions.
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Irrigating the field based on this information will help conserve groundwater,” says Prof. Kamal
Vatta from the Columbia International Project Trust, New Delhi and co-author of the paper.

The tensiometer is 2–3 feet long and has a ceramic cup containing numerous tiny pores at the
bottom. It is inserted up to 8 inches into the soil, which is beyond the root zone of rice. The water
inside the tensiometer reaches equilibrium with soil moisture, and rises or falls depending on the
amount of moisture in the soil.

“Farmers are advised not to irrigate the field when the water level in the tensiometer is in the
green zone. When the soil gets dry the water level in the tensiometer drops and reaches the
yellow zone in the device. Farmers should start irrigating the field at this time and never allow
the water in the device to reach the red zone,” Prof. Vatta explains.

According to Prof. Vatta, the instrument is quite accurate in monitoring soil moisture. One device
per farm would be sufficient, especially when the terrain is nearly flat. So far, over 22,000
tensiometers, manufactured by Punjab Agriculture University, have been given to rice farmers in
Punjab. It costs just Rs.300 per piece.

“Since stopping or reducing the subsidy in electricity prices may not be possible, farmers in the
regions where groundwater depletion has already occurred should consider cultivating less
water-intensive crops, use better irrigation technologies and irrigate crops only when necessary,”
says Prof. Mishra.

What are the harvest moon and hunter’s moon associated with? What is the name of the little
10x10x10 cc CubeSat launched by NASA in 2017? For answers and more interesting questions
take this quiz.

Our existing notification subscribers need to choose this option to keep getting the alerts.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2018-11-13

OPINION
Relevant for: World & Indian Geography | Topic: Distribution of key natural resources - Mineral & Oil Resources

in world & India

Just last month, Union petroleum minister Dharmendra Pradhan had pressed the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (Opec) for “responsible pricing”. He had cause to be
worried. Crude prices had surged to their highest point since 2014. The relief offered by the
Narendra Modi government’s excise duty cut on retail sales of petrol and diesel had been wiped
out, turning a poor fiscal decision into a pointless one. Much has changed in the month since.
Brent crude prices have come down by a fifth and short selling is surging. Retail prices are
falling in India. This should have been good news for New Delhi. But the Opec+ meeting on
Sunday showed why it isn’t that simple.

Back in May, Opec responded to pressure from US President Donald Trump by ramping up
production. The fear at the time was that the loss of output from Venezuela and the coming
reimposition of sanctions on Iran would push already high prices. The International Energy
Agency (IEA) had warned that the market would enter a “red zone” if these losses were not
offset by Opec+. It didn’t quite turn out that way. US crude production has touched a record high
of 11.6 million barrels a day. Russia has followed suit, touching 11.4 million barrels a day. With
waivers for eight importers of Iran’s oil, the Iran sanctions have turned out to be toothless. And
there are concerns about global demand given the strain on emerging markets and the trade
tension between the US and China. Unsurprisingly, a wrong-footed market has hastened to self-
correct.

Equally unsurprisingly, the Opec+ meeting ended with a near consensus on the possibility of
reversing the production boost going into next year, save Russia. Such volatility goes back at
least a decade. In October 2006, Opec cut 1.2 million barrels of production a day based on IEA
analysis of the market. That was a mistake. Global demand spiked in the last bout of
exuberance before the party ended and non-Opec supply declined. Opec figured it out too late.
Its production boost didn’t do anything to prevent crude from taking off into nosebleed territory,
hitting $145 in 2008 as the financial crisis was kicking off. The boosted production and flatlining
demand meant prices swerved to an average of $60 per barrel in 2009.

That didn’t last long. The United Progressive Alliance’s second term was blighted by soaring
crude prices, while the first few years of the National Democratic Alliance government benefited
from a dramatic drop. The uncertainty has continued after the Opec+ decision to cut production
came into effect in January 2017; if there is indeed another production cut in the offing, it won’t
be the first U-turn since then.

Structural factors mean that the volatility doesn’t seem likely to fade any time soon. First, the
reconfiguration of the US’ trade treaties and relations under Trump has had a destabilizing effect
on global trade and growth. Second, the role US shale will play remains somewhat uncertain.
Currently, it is living up to the expectation that it will keep crude prices in check with its relatively
low cost of production. This trend may continue if the pipeline infrastructure gaps are addressed
over the next year or two. But there is also a chance, as the Goehring & Rozencwajg third
quarter market commentary released last month points out, that two of the three major US shale
fields are showing signs of having almost exhausted tier 1 reserves. This will mean higher costs
of production going forward and an upper bound to supply. Third, there has been little upstream
capital investment over the past few five years, leading to a collapse of non-Opec discoveries.
This will affect supply for years to come.
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The uncertainty is a problem for New Delhi. It would be an exaggeration to say that high oil
prices sank UPA 2 and low oil prices underwrote the NDA’s first years in power—but not by
much. The NDA has experienced the downside of the volatility since, with rising prices feeding
into the current account deficit and hurting exports. With general elections next year, populist
measures with fiscal downsides—such as the excise duty cut—are a possibility if crude prices
rise again. And with the Reserve Bank of India’s switch to an inflation-targeting regime, the
importance of oil prices in setting policy rates is greater than ever.

These are not short-term issues. Opec reckons India’s oil demand will rise by 5.8 million barrels
per day by 2040, accounting for a massive 40% of the overall increase in global demand during
the period. The importance of the import bill to India’s macroeconomic fundamentals and
political landscape will rise commensurately. The government has made some attempts to
hedge against future spikes by asking state refiners to look into futures contracts. But that is one
strand of what will have to be a complex policy mixture—ranging from efforts to work with China
for putting pressure on Opec and boosting India’s renewables sector to increasing the quantum
of spot purchases when appropriate.

Opec’s current woes may benefit India—but they are also a warning that it cannot be
complacent.

Will oil prices play a role in the 2019 elections? Tell us at views@livemint.com.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-15

LIBERALIZATION OF VISA REGIME OF INDIA DURING
THE LAST ONE YEAR

Relevant for: World & Indian Geography | Topic: Factors responsible for location of Tertiary sector Industries
incl. Tourism in world & India and related issues

Ministry of Home Affairs

Liberalization of visa regime of India during the last one
year

Posted On: 14 NOV 2018 4:22PM by PIB Delhi

India has a robust visa regime to facilitate smooth entry, stay and movement of foreigners in
India for legitimate purposes while ensuring the security of the country. During the last one year,
the MHA has taken a series of steps to liberalize the visa process in India. Some of the major
steps are described below:

            The Electronic Visa Facility now covers practically all the countries of the world. Foreign
nationals of 166 countries can now enjoy this facility at 26 airports and 05 seaports. The
foreigner does not have to interact with any Indian official till his arrival at the immigration
counter. The Bureau of Immigration (BoI) generally decides within 24-48 hours whether or not to
grant an e-visa to a foreigner. The popularity of e-visa is sky rocketing. The number of foreigners
who visited India on e-visa has gone up from 4.47 lakhs in 2015 to 17.00 lakhs in 2017. The
figure for 2018 is 18.78 lakhs upto 30th October, 2018.

            Two new categories of e-visa i.e. e-Conference & e-Medical Attendant visa have been
introduced recently. E-visa is now available for five categories i.e. (i) Tourist, (ii) Business (iii)
Medical (iv) Conference and (v) medical attendant.

The local FRRO has been empowered now to extend duration of electronic visas beyond 60
days upto 90 days. Moreover, these e-visas can now be availed three times in one year against
twice in a year earlier.

For foreigners who are already in India and who require any consular/visa services like
extension of visa, conversion of visa, exit permission or any of the total 27 visa-related services,
an online e-FRRO facility has now been launched throughout the country. The foreigners do not
have to physically visit the offices of FRROs/FROs. They can apply as well as receive
consular/visa services online after making online payment.

To promote cruise tourism immigration facilities have been provided at five major seaports
where e-Landing Permits are granted to passengers for their onshore site-seeing. The condition
of biometric enrollment for such tourists arriving at the ports of Mumbai, Cochin, Mormugao,
Chennai & New Mangalore has also been suspended till December, 2020 to ensure faster
immigration clearance so that cruise tourists can spend maximum time on shore.

            Foreign nationals who fall sick during their stay in India can now avail medical treatment
without converting their visa into Medical Visa. This would take care of sudden medical
emergencies.

            Allowing conversion of any category of visa of a foreign national who is married to an
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Indian citizen/Person of Indian Origin/OCI Cardholder into an Entry Visa at any point of time by
the FRRO himself

Facilities such as extension of employment and business visas for a period up to ten years
within India as against five years at present; extension of visa of foreigners who are staying in
India upto 15 years continuously and for 5 years at a time; permitting a foreign national who is
already in India on Long Term Visa to attend international conferences/seminars/workshops
without any specific permission from the FRRO concerned have also been extended.

 FRROs have been delegated powers for various visa related services like Visa extension, Visa
conversion, registration, exit permission, etc. These measures will help in expediting clearances
for various visa related services to foreigners and cut their waiting time.

FRROs have been delegated power for various visa related services like Visa extension. Visa
conversion, registration, exit permission, etc. These measures will help in expediting clearances
for various visa related services to foreigners and cut their waiting time.

Foreigners require Restricted Area Permit/Protected Area Permit besides a proper visa to visit
areas which have been declared as "Restricted" or "Protected" areas. In many cases such
permits are granted only after a Prior Reference is made by the concerned State/UT Govt. to the
MHA. This takes time and creates another entry barrier for a foreigner. The MHA has now
rationalized issuance of such permits. Prior Clearance of the MHA for grant of Protected Area
Permit (PAP) and Restricted Area Permit (RAP) to foreigners in the following three major areas
has been dispensed with :

 Foreigners intending to visit a place covered under the PAP/RAP regime for activities

  other than tourism on a visa other than Tourist Visa;

 Foreigners visiting a place for tourism purpose which is not opened for tourism;

 Individual foreign tourists.

 Accordingly, the State Government concerned or the FRROs can now take decision locally and
grant PAP or RAP to such foreigners immediately.

               Earlier, foreigners visiting Andaman & Nicobar Islands required a visa as well as an
RAP. With a view to promote flow of tourism and investment, 30 islands of Andaman & Nicobar
have been excluded from the RAP regime notified under the Foreigners (Restricted Areas)
Order, 1963. Foreigners will also be allowed to visit 11 uninhabited islands, to be notified by
Andaman & Nicobar Islands Admn., only for day trips without any RAP. Requirement of
registration by foreigners visiting these islands has also been dispensed with.

Provisions relating to grant of intern visa have been liberalized with a view to attract more
foreigners for internship in India which will be beneficial to Indian organizations. Intern Visa is
now available at any time during the course of study. Further, minimum remuneration
requirement for grant of intern visa for internship in a company has been reduced from Rs.7.80
lakhs to Rs.3.60 lakhs per annum.

With a view to enhance transparency and speed in processing of grant of event clearance for
international conferences/seminars/workshops, an e-Event Clearance Module has been rolled
out in April, 2018. Faster conference clearance would result into faster visa issuance for the
foreigners intending to attend such conference.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-16

EFFORTS ON TO BOOST PER CAPITA STEEL
CONSUMPTION: CENTRE
Relevant for: World & Indian Geography | Topic: Distribution of key natural resources - Mineral & Oil Resources

in world & India

Binoy Kumar  

The Union Steel Ministry is concerned over the low level of per capita steel consumption in
India, according to Steel Secretary Binoy Kumar.

“Per capita steel consumption of steel in India at 69 kg [according to Joint Plant Committee data]
is still low compared to the world average of 214 kg... this is our concern ,” he said at the
inaugural session of the 56th National Metallurgists’ Day.

In an interaction with the media, he said that nearly 10 kg had been added to the per capita
consumption since 2014 and talks were being held with all ministries concerned to boost this. He
said that the ongoing infrastructure projects across several sectors were expected to increase
steel use.

“We are not supporting imports and have asked all PSUs to procure domestic steel if it is
available. Over Rs. 8,000 crore was saved through lower imports over the last year-and-a-half
by major PSUs such as ONGC, GAIL and Railways,” Mr. Kumar said. He, however, emphasised
that the Indian steel industry had to gear up to be able to compete globally without any support.

Bats for innovation

“Industry has to invest in innovation, research and value-addition,” he said.

Tata Steel CEO T.V Narendran said that four areas — technology (and its metallurgical and
digital dimensions), sustainability, human resources and the development of the capital goods
sector — were important for the metal sector.

Our existing notification subscribers need to choose this option to keep getting the alerts.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-18

NEW DISCOVERY SHOWS GLASS MADE FROM
EXPLODING STARS

Relevant for: World & Indian Geography | Topic: The Earth ? its Origin and Evolution, Interior of the Earth and
Materials of the Earth?s Crust

Silica makes up around 60% of the earth’s crust and one particular form, quartz, is a major
ingredient of sand.   | Photo Credit: Getty Images

The next time you’re gazing out of the window in search of inspiration, keep in mind the material
you’re looking through was forged inside the heart of an exploding ancient star.

An international team of scientists said on Friday that they had detected silica — the main
component of glass — in the remnants of two distant supernovae billions of light years from
earth.

Researchers used NASA’s Spitzer Space Telescope to analyse the light emitted by the
collapsing mega-cluster and obtain silica’s “fingerprint” based on the specific wavelength of light
the material is known to emit.

A supernova occurs when a large star burns through its own fuel, causing a catastrophic
collapse ending in an explosion of galactic proportions. It is in these celestial maelstroms that
individual atoms fuse together to form many common elements, including sulphur and calcium.

Silica makes up around 60% of the earth’s crust and one particular form, quartz, is a major
ingredient of sand.

As well as glass windows and fibreglass, silica is also an important part of the recipe for
industrial concrete.

“We’ve shown for the first time that the silica produced by the supernovae was significant
enough to contribute to the dust throughout the Universe, including the dust that ultimately came
together to form our home planet,” said Haley Gomez, from Cardiff University.

“Every time we gaze through a window, walk down the pavement or set foot on a sandy beach,
we are interacting with material made by exploding stars that burned millions of years ago.”

In 2016, scientists reported they had found traces of lithium — a metal used in the manufacture
of many modern-day electronics — at the heart of exploding nova, a phenomenon that occurs
when a white dwarf star absorbs hydrogen from a nearby sun.

The study was published in the Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society.

Fun facts or complex puzzles, science contains mysteries ranging from the minute to the
magnificent. Taste science! Take this quiz!

On the eve of World Diabetes Day, WHO said that  will continue to support all member states to
empower families to tackle diabetes head-on and ensure

Our existing notification subscribers need to choose this option to keep getting the alerts.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-19

FURTHER STRESSED BY THERMAL POWER
Relevant for: World & Indian Geography | Topic: Distribution of key natural resources - Water Resources incl.

Rivers & related issues in world & India

The Composite Water Management Index (CWMI) by the NITI Aayog, which was released this
June, shows that 600 million people face high to extreme water stress in India. The report, which
was published in association with the Ministry of Water Resources, Ministry of Drinking Water
and Sanitation and the Ministry of Rural Development, places India at a dismal 120 among 122
countries in the water quality index. It predicts that a persistent water crisis will lead to an
eventual 6% loss in the country’s Gross Domestic Product by 2030.

A significant key to this stress is the vast gulf — of about 1498 billion cubic metres (BCM) versus
744 BCM — that has been predicted between the demand and supply of fresh water, by 2030.
In the projections that the Central Water Commission (CWC) released in 2015, the sector-wise
requirement of water (that is, for drinking and domestic use, industry and energy) will rise
steeply between 2030 and 2050.

This mounting rise in demand is starkly evident in the energy sector, which is key to India’s
ambitious developmental plan. The share of water consumed by this sector was 0.62% in 2010,
which is pegged to rise up to 1.37% in 2030 and 8.98% in 2050.

The CWMI report covers these broad themes — ground water and surface-water restoration;
major and medium irrigation; watershed development; participatory irrigation management; on-
farm water use; rural and urban water supply; and policy and governance. The projected water
demand of the energy sector makes it an important point for the NITI Aayog to consider while
bringing out future iterations of the CWMI.

Here are some facts to mull over. As per the Central Electricity Authority (CEA), March 2018,
thermal electricity accounts for more than 86% of India’s total power generation. Analysis shows
that 77% of India’s total electricity comes from thermal power plants that are dependent on
freshwater sources. Of all the freshwater-cooled thermal plants, 38.9% of generation capacity is
installed in areas with high or extremely high water-stress. By 2030, more than 70% of India’s
existing thermal power utilities are likely to experience an increased level of water competition
from agricultural, urban, and other industrial demands.

As the power sector consumes more water, competition between power and the other thirsty
players is only likely to increase — a factor that future editions of the CWMI will have to
consider.

The CWMI also raises three main issues related to data: limited coverage, unreliable data and
limited coordination and sharing. Measuring water consumption by power plants has been a
challenge for long. However, it can easily be tackled by using the existing CEA reporting
mechanism for daily generation. To do so, daily water withdrawal and consumption reporting
should be mandated. These can be measured with existing technology and added into this
reporting framework.

Such information will also help in implementation of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change Notification (dated December 7, 2015), which mandates specific water
consumption norms for existing and new thermal power plants.

In addition, information about water stress, power plant siting (location) and so on must be
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shared seamlessly across departments — a service that the CWMI could perform. The NITI
Aayog alludes to this while describing the CWMI: “This Index is expected to establish a public,
national platform providing information on key water indicators across states. This platform will
help in monitoring performance, improving transparency, and encouraging competition, thereby
boosting the country’s water achievements by fostering the spirit of ‘competitive and cooperative
federalism’ among the states. Further, the data can also be used by researchers, entrepreneurs,
and policymakers to enable broader ecosystem innovation for water in India.”

The CWMI concludes by noting that water-scarce States such as Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Telangana are leaders in the Index. It notes that
this is “likely driven by necessity in the face of looming water shortages”. Factoring in the water-
energy nexus linkages, especially the metrics around power plant water withdrawal and
consumption, will only help make the Index better and the States better prepared to manage
their water and power resources.

Deepak Krishnan works with the energy programme at the World Resources Institute India
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-21

7TH INTERNATIONAL TOURISM MART TO BE HELD IN
AGARTALA, TRIPURA FROM 22ND – 24TH NOVEMBER
2018

Relevant for: World & Indian Geography | Topic: Factors responsible for location of Tertiary sector Industries
incl. Tourism in world & India and related issues

Ministry of Tourism

7th International Tourism Mart to be held in Agartala,
Tripura from 22nd – 24th November 2018

41 foreign delegates from 18 countries to participate in the
Mart

Posted On: 20 NOV 2018 5:32PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Tourism, Government of India, in association with the Department of Tourism,
Government of Tripura and the North Eastern States is organizing the “International Tourism
Mart” in Agartala, Tripura from the 22nd to 24th November 2018. The event will be held at
the Pragna Bhawan, and will be inaugurated on 22nd November by the Governor of Tripura,
 Prof. Kaptan Singh Solanki, in the presence of Union Minister for Tourism, Shri K.J Alphons,
 Chief Minister of Tripura , Shri. Biplab Kumar Deb, Union Tourism Secretary Smt. Rashmi
Verma and other dignitaries from Central Ministries and North Eastern States.

This is the 7th edition of the International Tourism Mart, an annual event organised in the North
Eastern region with the objective of highlighting the tourism potential of the region in the
domestic and international markets. It brings together the tourism business fraternity and
entrepreneurs from the eight North Eastern States. The event has been planned and scheduled
to facilitate interaction between buyers, sellers, media, Government agencies and other
stakeholders.

The International Tourism Marts are organised in the North Eastern States on rotation basis.
The earlier editions of this mart have been held in Guwahati, Tawang, Shillong, Gangtok and
Imphal.

The North East Region of India comprising the states of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim, is endowed with diverse tourist attractions
and products. The varied topography of the region, its flora and fauna, the ethnic communities
with their rich heritage of ancient traditions and lifestyles, its festivals, arts and crafts, make it a
holiday destination waiting to be explored.

The ITM will see wide participation of International buyers and media delegates from countries
around the world and from different regions of the country. They will be engaging in business-to-
business meetings with sellers from the North Eastern Region. This will enable the tourism
product suppliers from the region to reach out to international and domestic buyers, with the
objective of promoting tourism to the region.  A total of 41 foreign delegates from 18
countries namely Australia, Canada, China, France, Indonesia, Japan, Kenya, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Netherlands, New Zealand, Russia, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, Thailand, UAE
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and USA will be in Tripura for the Mart. These include 23 Tour Operators & Travel Agents and
18 Media Representatives, Journalists, Travel Writers and Bloggers. Besides the foreign
delegates, 26 domestic Tour Operators from other parts of the country and 78 sellers from the
North Eastern States will participate in the Mart. Representatives of State Tourism Departments
of these North East States will also be present to showcase their tourism destinations and to
interact with the delegates.

In addition to the business interactions between the Tour Operators, the three-day event also
includes presentations by state governments of the region on their tourism potential, panel
discussion, cultural evenings, sightseeing visits to local attractions in and around Agartala and a
press meet on 23rd November 2018. An exhibition by State Tourism Departments from the North
Eastern States including display of beautiful handicrafts and handlooms is also being organized,
to show case the tourism products of respective participating States.

Post-mart familiarisation tours to the North Eastern states have been arranged for the
international delegates to create awareness about the rich and varied tourism products of the
North Eastern region and to give them a first-hand experience of the destination.

***

SK/JP/Tourism

(Release ID: 1553312) Visitor Counter : 246
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Source : www.economictimes.indiatimes.com Date : 2018-11-28

LOCATION'S THE NAME OF THE GAME IN
COMPETITIVENESS
Relevant for: World & Indian Geography | Topic: Factors responsible for location of Primary Sector Industries in

world & India and related issues

In this globalised world, there are many voices cheerleading the belief that location holds no
relevance in competition. This view, that globalisation, escalated by advances in technology, has
created a borderless world is based on two phenomena -- tradability and codification.

Due to tradability, many service sector jobs that were once considered to be geo-specific
became less dependent on the places where the service is consumed and moved to low-cost
locations instead. On the other hand, due to codification, knowledge can be transferred over
long distances and across organisational boundaries at low cost. Based on these ideas,
scholars announced the "death of geography".

But despite the twin processes of globalisation and digitalisation, the world, whether developed
or developing, is still home to geographic concentrations of inter-connected companies, or
clusters, to be specific. The importance of location can be seen in the famed growth stories of IT
hubs like Silicon Valley and Bengaluru that are still going strong.

This lands us in a paradoxical situation. If the dominant view is that location hardly matters
anymore, then why is the probability of finding a world-class mutual fund company in Boston
higher than any other place? Why could the same be said about the movie marketing and
production companies in Mumbai, the automotive companies in south Germany, and the
pharmaceutical companies in Andhra Pradesh? Clearly, companies derive certain benefits from
moving into particular regions and coming into the presence of clusters.

The answer lies in the fact that the traditional reasons for clustering have diminished in
importance with globalisation as they were based on the cost-minimisation view of competition.
In this view, competition is driven by the cost of factors such as land, labour, and capital, which
have become less fundamental in setting companies apart after the world globalised.

However, this does not imply that the role of location is diminishing. It just means that the
primary factor that was attracting companies to a particular location has shifted from the size
and cost of factor endowments to their productivity and productivity growth.

Firms can be productive in any industry if they employ sophisticated methods, use advanced
technology and offer unique products and services. And the geographical concentration of firms
positively impacts their innovative capacity. This happens because cluster participation eases
the process of learning and innovation as firms try to create a shared understanding of the
industry and its workings. Every firm within the cluster benefits from an idea or innovation and
thus the productive benefits are realised on a larger scale.

To understand this in the Indian context, the Institute for Competitiveness has conducted a study
on clusters. It identifies the clusters that are present in the economy and analyses the change in
their performance in the last 15 years. The study provides some interesting insights that can
help policymakers make informed decisions about enhancing regional competitiveness.

First, Indian states display widespread contrasts in terms of their average wages, wage growth,
employment growth and cluster strength. The average wage of the highest-earning state
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(Jharkhand) is nine times that of the poorest one (Tripura). It is surprising that the average
wages in industrial states like Tamil Nadu (Rs 173,000) and Andhra Pradesh (Rs 148,181) fall
below the national average (Rs 1,76,677). The employment and wage scenario in these states
reveals that even though they are known for some high-paying sectors (automobiles in Tamil
Nadu and pharmaceuticals in Andhra Pradesh), most of the workers are employed in low-paying
sectors like food processing and textile manufacturing.

A clear geographical distinction is also observed in the results of cluster assessment: The
southern region, has a stronger cluster profile than the rest of the country. The results reveal the
benefits of decentralised economic policy and how national policy is necessary but not always
sufficient. This evidence is conclusive enough to say that no single policy will work for all
regions. India has a long way to climb up the developmental ladder -- and the states seem to be
its best bet.

Second, there is a lot of evidence to suggest that clusters provide an environment conducive to
innovation and knowledge creation. They allow easy flow of ideas and create opportunities for
innovation. Competitiveness of the overall economy is affected through these innovations, based
on the potential advantages for firms, along with the flexibility and capacity to act on them.

This trend is also observed in India. Regions that have a strong cluster portfolio also perform
better on innovation. The correlation between cluster strength and innovation at the state level is
0.52. A positive relationship is observed between regional competitiveness and economic
development as well as cluster strength and economic development.

This justifies the theory that clusters enhance innovation and productivity of regions, ultimately
improving the standard of living of citizens. This suggests that policymakers should focus on
cluster policy for economic development.

Third, it has also been observed that the overall impact of the high-tech clusters on the regional
economy is very small. The proportion of high-tech employment explains 6 per cent of the
variation in average wages and 7.6 per cent of the variation in average wages of local clusters.
This helps us conclude that rather than merely focusing on high-tech clusters, regions should
focus on supporting the established clusters. The focus of the government should be on
upgrading the already established and emerging clusters rather than seeding new ones.

Clusters present a new way of thinking about economies, both national and local, and they
define new roles for the government, businesses and other changemakers in enhancing
competitiveness.

Policymakers should play the role of enablers by focusing on the overall environment rather than
on specific firms. Sometimes, governments use policy instruments such as subsidies and grants
to develop clusters and enhance the competitiveness of certain industries. These approaches do
not align with modern competition. The correct approach is to identify the strengths of every
region and then focus on providing the right environment that will enhance productivity.
In this globalised world, there are many voices cheerleading the belief that location holds no
relevance in competition. This view, that globalisation, escalated by advances in technology, has
created a borderless world is based on two phenomena -- tradability and codification.

Due to tradability, many service sector jobs that were once considered to be geo-specific
became less dependent on the places where the service is consumed and moved to low-cost
locations instead. On the other hand, due to codification, knowledge can be transferred over
long distances and across organisational boundaries at low cost. Based on these ideas,
scholars announced the "death of geography".
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But despite the twin processes of globalisation and digitalisation, the world, whether developed
or developing, is still home to geographic concentrations of inter-connected companies, or
clusters, to be specific. The importance of location can be seen in the famed growth stories of IT
hubs like Silicon Valley and Bengaluru that are still going strong.

This lands us in a paradoxical situation. If the dominant view is that location hardly matters
anymore, then why is the probability of finding a world-class mutual fund company in Boston
higher than any other place? Why could the same be said about the movie marketing and
production companies in Mumbai, the automotive companies in south Germany, and the
pharmaceutical companies in Andhra Pradesh? Clearly, companies derive certain benefits from
moving into particular regions and coming into the presence of clusters.

The answer lies in the fact that the traditional reasons for clustering have diminished in
importance with globalisation as they were based on the cost-minimisation view of competition.
In this view, competition is driven by the cost of factors such as land, labour, and capital, which
have become less fundamental in setting companies apart after the world globalised.

However, this does not imply that the role of location is diminishing. It just means that the
primary factor that was attracting companies to a particular location has shifted from the size
and cost of factor endowments to their productivity and productivity growth.

Firms can be productive in any industry if they employ sophisticated methods, use advanced
technology and offer unique products and services. And the geographical concentration of firms
positively impacts their innovative capacity. This happens because cluster participation eases
the process of learning and innovation as firms try to create a shared understanding of the
industry and its workings. Every firm within the cluster benefits from an idea or innovation and
thus the productive benefits are realised on a larger scale.

To understand this in the Indian context, the Institute for Competitiveness has conducted a study
on clusters. It identifies the clusters that are present in the economy and analyses the change in
their performance in the last 15 years. The study provides some interesting insights that can
help policymakers make informed decisions about enhancing regional competitiveness.

First, Indian states display widespread contrasts in terms of their average wages, wage growth,
employment growth and cluster strength. The average wage of the highest-earning state
(Jharkhand) is nine times that of the poorest one (Tripura). It is surprising that the average
wages in industrial states like Tamil Nadu (Rs 173,000) and Andhra Pradesh (Rs 148,181) fall
below the national average (Rs 1,76,677). The employment and wage scenario in these states
reveals that even though they are known for some high-paying sectors (automobiles in Tamil
Nadu and pharmaceuticals in Andhra Pradesh), most of the workers are employed in low-paying
sectors like food processing and textile manufacturing.

A clear geographical distinction is also observed in the results of cluster assessment: The
southern region, has a stronger cluster profile than the rest of the country. The results reveal the
benefits of decentralised economic policy and how national policy is necessary but not always
sufficient. This evidence is conclusive enough to say that no single policy will work for all
regions. India has a long way to climb up the developmental ladder -- and the states seem to be
its best bet.

Second, there is a lot of evidence to suggest that clusters provide an environment conducive to
innovation and knowledge creation. They allow easy flow of ideas and create opportunities for
innovation. Competitiveness of the overall economy is affected through these innovations, based
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on the potential advantages for firms, along with the flexibility and capacity to act on them.

This trend is also observed in India. Regions that have a strong cluster portfolio also perform
better on innovation. The correlation between cluster strength and innovation at the state level is
0.52. A positive relationship is observed between regional competitiveness and economic
development as well as cluster strength and economic development.

This justifies the theory that clusters enhance innovation and productivity of regions, ultimately
improving the standard of living of citizens. This suggests that policymakers should focus on
cluster policy for economic development.

Third, it has also been observed that the overall impact of the high-tech clusters on the regional
economy is very small. The proportion of high-tech employment explains 6 per cent of the
variation in average wages and 7.6 per cent of the variation in average wages of local clusters.
This helps us conclude that rather than merely focusing on high-tech clusters, regions should
focus on supporting the established clusters. The focus of the government should be on
upgrading the already established and emerging clusters rather than seeding new ones.

Clusters present a new way of thinking about economies, both national and local, and they
define new roles for the government, businesses and other changemakers in enhancing
competitiveness.

Policymakers should play the role of enablers by focusing on the overall environment rather than
on specific firms. Sometimes, governments use policy instruments such as subsidies and grants
to develop clusters and enhance the competitiveness of certain industries. These approaches do
not align with modern competition. The correct approach is to identify the strengths of every
region and then focus on providing the right environment that will enhance productivity.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-29

BRAZIL LOSES ‘1 MN FOOTBALL PITCHES’ WORTH OF
FOREST

Relevant for: World & Indian Geography | Topic: Physical Geography of South America incl. important
Geopolitical regions

Widening gap: A photo taken on Sept. 22, 2017 shows an aerial view of the deforestation in the
Amazon rainforest.   | Photo Credit: AFP

Deforestation in Brazil has reached such epic proportions that an area equivalent to one million
football pitches was lost in just one year, Greenpeace said.

Between August 2017 and July 2018, deforestation increased by almost 14%, with an area of 7,
900 sq km of forest cleared, according to the governmental institution of special investigations.

“It’s more or less one million football fields of deforestation in just one year,” said Marcio Astrini,
the public policies coordinator for Greenpeace Brazil. “Every year we have this news that forest
is being criminally deforested.”

Mr. Astrini said things could get even worse if President-elect Jair Bolsonaro carries out his
threats to loosen environmental protection rules. His appointment of Tereza Cristina as
Agriculture Minister also caused concerns as she heads the agribusiness lobby in Congress and
is a supporter of clearing more forested area to make way for pasture land and agriculture.

The Amazon rainforest represents more than half of Earth’s remaining rainforest and covers an
area of 5.5 million sq km, about 60% of which is in Brazil.

But it is under threat from illegal logging as well as farming, in particular from soybean
plantations and pasture land for cattle.

Between 2004 and 2012, deforestation in Brazil was slowed through controls imposed at a
government level as well as by the private sector.

But Mr. Bolsonaro has said he will “end protected areas, indigenous reserves, that he will reduce
the power to inspect and punish environmental crimes,” according to Mr. Astrini.

“If he does all this, if he reduces the ability to punish crimes, Amazon deforestation could
explode into an unimaginable situation,” added Mr. Astrini.

There is now a purpose for all the plastic in garbage dumps, but that still doesn’t mean we
should continue using them
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-29

‘SIBERIAN UNICORNS’ LIVED DURING NEANDERTHAL
ERA: STUDY

Relevant for: World & Indian Geography | Topic: The Earth ? its Origin and Evolution, Interior of the Earth and
Materials of the Earth?s Crust

Elasmotherium sibiricum   | Photo Credit: Wikimedia Commons

An international team of researchers led by London’s Natural History Museum has settled a
long-standing debate about the relationship of the Siberian unicorn to living rhinos. The
research, published in the journal Nature Ecology and Evolution, sheds light on the origin and
extinction of the giant, shaggy Ice Age rhinoceros, known as the Siberian unicorn, because of its
extraordinary single horn.

Weighing up to 3.5 tonnes with a single enormous horn, the Siberian unicorn (Elasmotherium
sibiricum) roamed the steppe of Russia, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, and Northern China.

Genetic analyses performed at the University of Adelaide in Australia, have shown that the
Siberian unicorn was the last surviving member of a unique family of rhinos. “The ancestors of
the Siberian unicorn split from the ancestors of all living rhinos over 40 million years ago,” said
Kieren Mitchell, who analysed the DNA. “That makes the Siberian unicorn and the African white
rhino even more distant cousins than humans are to monkeys,” Mitchell said.

This new genetic evidence overturns previous studies that suggested the Siberian unicorn was a
very close relative of the extinct woolly rhino and living Sumatran rhino.

The study also points out that the Siberian unicorn’s final days were shared with early modern
humans and Neanderthals. “It is unlikely that the presence of humans was the cause of
extinction,” said Professor Chris Turney, climate scientist at the University of New South Wales.
“The Siberian unicorn appears to have been badly hit by the start of the ice age in Eurasia when
a precipitous fall in temperature led to an increase in the amount of frozen ground, reducing the
tough, dry grasses it lived on and impacting populations over a vast region.”

It had long been assumed that the Siberian unicorn went extinct well before the last Ice Age,
perhaps as much as 200,000 years ago. In this study 23 Siberian unicorn bone specimens were
dated, confirming that the species survived until at least 39,000 years ago, and possibly as late
as 35,000 years ago.

Today there are just five surviving species of rhino, although in the past there have been as
many as 250 species, they said.

Fun facts or complex puzzles, science contains mysteries ranging from the minute to the
magnificent. Taste science! Take this quiz!
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